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tions of your Holy Calling ; yct, I am per- 
ſuaded, I my ſelf might well ſpare my own 
Labour, and your Patience, on this Subject; 
ſince all that,kind of wholelome Advice has 
been already fo very ſufficiently, and fo much 
better give you, in Arguments deduced 
out of the Holy Scripmrcs, and moſt fit] 
applicd' to this Purpoſe, by the venerable 
Compilers of our Public Lins: in the 
Forms appointed for the Ordering of Dea- 
cons and Pricſts.- 

There, you kpoy, .this Work has been fo 
wiſely, and fo fully, long ago',' done to 3 
Biſhop's harſds ; there all” the Parts of yorir 
wap ies ace fo —_—_ laid before 

OU ;e C 1g Dignn di: U; BIcat | F- 
——_— it,cowardsthe i | SHS 
ſo ſubſtantially urg'd ;.the bleſſed Fruits, and 
cycrlaſting Rewards of well-actrending it, and 
the extreme Dangers of neglecting ut, arc ſo 
juſtly amplificd ; the Necefliry of adorning 
your: Docrine.\hby an innocent, virtuous, 
and pious: Life. of. your own, .towards, the 
rendring it efficacious on the Lives of athers, 
is fo pathetically inforc'd ; that, I am conhi- 
dent, ar iy Sang Charge, a Biſhop could 
give: to-his Clergy, were ro recommend fe- 
601 o | riouſly 


Diſcourſe to bu Clergy. 5 

_ "6 al their '35I now do 

to yours, thoſe very ſame 

bis and Anſwers, thoſe very ſame Pro- 

miſes and Vows,as:you ought to cfteem them, 

where-with cycry one ' of you did moſt ſo- 

lemnly lus Conſcience, at the timc'of 
your "Adrn into Holy Orders. 

I profeſs, T cannot; nor, I bcheve, can the 
the Wit of Man, 'mvent any more proper 
Method of Inſtru&tion co Mzn in your Cir- 
cumftanices, from a' Man is "mine, than to 
_ all ro' a contitinal Recolledtion 

Meditation upon, thoſe many and 
ets Ob you then''feem'd volun- 
| tart] aft 'chee to Jay on your ſelves. 
hence *rhiere could fon but enſue ( by 

GOD's Bleſſing, ) a firm [Reſolution in- 

| Joe. Minds to cadtrvour' the performance 

fthem; and a Holy Petſeyerance tn thoſe: 

Endeayours, and in Concluſion, the happy 

EffeQts of all on your iclves, and the Flocks: 

committed to you : Tizt by thus Meditatin 

on thefe Things, and giving your ſe ſetves wholh 

t6' them, your profiting ma; appear to all ; anil 

that by taking h heed to 2 is hs nd your 

Doftrines, and continuing in them , pk may 
4 nf fave your ſelves, da that hear 
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Wherefore ſeeing that, huh, elf 
been a, Biſhop's proper Buſincfs in; bad 
Mectings-as this, . I hope, 25, or. may be {a 
pi; ily. ſhorten'd ja me, by, you your Fe 


by your having, rar 0 a, Rule ſo w 
known, wry o. a bywous £9. in a Boo 
which ought; ought OT, to Th , ha 
ds: I. 
poſcly 2 Ln th a you m_ | 
monitions, touc ng the Se ang 


of . the Dons.0 OF. your 
Infleaogttye t Cones ballonly ak ET.yOH TED - 


familiar C chy may fery 


ſo, many TRE ICES,. pA wy 
cerning, chicfly, ri94' > Ay ay Fc p = 


Way of 
forming ſome .of the Princip; i Ole» of 
your Miniſtry. 

| And, I truſt in GOD, FI 3 chef: Ag. 
VICes ſhall”. be as carctully exanun'd, and, if 
you find them ukctul, as induſtriouſly. obſcr- 
ved by you,. as they are honeſtly intendeg 
by. me, they may, in ſpme ſort, cnable you 
ro do Ja > and.with Commendayon, 
the age Things, h, Lhope, you ; ready 
. do, without } Exceprion. _. 

Only, in this. place, Iet me premiſe once 
forall, that whateyer Inſtructions hall now 


g1VC- 
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ive Je 0b, . _ i them not! only as Dire- 
| 1; bur'efpccially ro my (af , As 

LED! that;come under De- 

| eteem'd nd good 

or. who is'vely B37 and eager in 

but averſe | from receiving. the ſame 

: W- fax as'it tay ye allo, Proper for 


"I 
vi Wy kg 'Fpreſitne to (er before 
out. "how, Gi to' the Manner of 'do- 
ng. yi tir part, 1n all-the Ty, Ofices of 


bo Licurgy: 


Ee i= oncernmetit: Fer if T by. - 


TCO it RO of exceeding. 
Mie t ard” = "its Brice: | 
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RO Ee 7 Sa 


J& 1931900) 


The - IS —_— — 


1 mean, not with a oxer 
but with ſuch AER 


from a bs 
Senſe. 


I pray MPT TY my pi 
id 


this particular. I do not only m 


you ſhould be _ ppnftugl in. har | 


Common Prayer Book, as the Law TOE ; P 


_ is, not only to do it: rltrmagers./S 
tirely in each part, without any, my, 
ie co, or altcring of it, that fo : 


Cations, Prayers, Interceſſions, and | giving 4x4 
Thanks, may be made, you, for al Men; 
For Kings, and for all that are in Authority ; 
that we may lead a quiet and peaceable Life in 
all Godlineſs and Honefly 

If you-do nor fo rap arc lablc to aLegal 
Puniſhment and Cenfure. - But my aim now 
is, not. meerly to prevent that, or to Pome 
only againſt your breaking the Law. 
I intend 1s fmding 4-4. a and — CX= 
cellent ; ſomething, that you cannot be pu- 
niſh'd for, tho” you do-it not; bur, if you 
ſhall do it inany reaſonable Peefection, twill 
redound to the unſpeakable Benefit of your | 
Congregations. The 
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much ferious. Pains, m practiſing 
EF of all your Offi 
ces, as the carrie vr ws 
Yo 5 arvend 5 
Ea penn 
2cur 
capable: Which certainly is. as: is as 1n 
any human” Writings whatſoever; if _ we" be 
. noL Wanting; to ther in.” -the ION. 
//Tho:Truthuas, qphaterer” wk { an; 
” cinc\eo ih -odneraty; _ ample ow 


"conſummate Faculty of r 


| ram, 19k. fo, great. 
"chacdl] ami 
ſexvesi0 Fu: ſomo place. : 
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that:we\may all ſtrive to; artairi-not-only it to 
a Mcdwtnry; bit to an Excdllency: m this: 
kind ; Which, m my fitiall: Jadgmem, can, 
neycr be.done, unkefs we thall make this Bu- 
ty a Buſineſs by ic ſclt, and aſſign ita ſpecial 
Place among our ocherEcclefiaſtical Studies 
It cannoe be:denied, (but the Church it: 
ſelf has provided'for chis with all imaginable. 
Circumfſpection ; having ſolemnly enjoin'd 
_ Clergy-man, befides the Times of his. 
public Mimttr nur. 'rcad-;fome very confide-: 
rable Parts of his Office;:: once a day,/at leaſt, 
to:himfclt, cxcept he ſhall be excuſed by1n- 
diſpenfable Buſineſs, i > + /! ; 
By which wife Injunction, tho', no doubt, it 
the.: Church /intendediiprimanily to! produce | 
and increafe, /in the» Minds: of: allrirs Minis: 
ers, a:frame 'of: Spurix perpet Oferious. 
and devour: Yet, ft that be alfo accompa- 
ried with a proportionable- Regard to the: 
Manner, as well as to the Matter of | our 
Public.:Prayers,” this. other) Advantage of 
well-rcadihg, what is'fo often robe vead! wilk 
tollow of courſe, and by neceflary-: Conte. 
qUCEnce. | 
Ir ſeems. indeed tei:me,.that the 1 very. way 
of faking all tha ———_—_ Actsot Reb 
| . gion, 


-=_ MS” & 


Difeourſe to his Cherry. y. 


gion, has ſo wonderful an Influence towards 
obtaining the inward Effects of it, on our 
Hearts and Confciences, that I cannot but 
think, we caf never be too laborious in pre- 
paring and exerciſing our Thoughts, and 


—\ — —— — 


on 
T1 


Er 


evenour'yery Voices, in private, for a pub-_ 


we Service of ſo great Importance. 

-*Tis xrue, we generally value and eſteem 
Preaching, as'our great Privilege; and Ho- 
nour:” 'And ſo far we are log the right. "Bur 
-&ate riot fo, if we look'on ws 4. of 
*Prayct$ only as our Task and Burthen ; 
"as fixch, hall 'be willing” —; pct tid af it Al 


[gether ,| or to wy vat 
; wks with ii DHGvinebor © 
as, many Aﬀaits of worldly Tntereft, * WC 
would never be content with. 
A prepoſterous Cuftom, which, if ducCare 
be not taken, ma be very prejuditiat and 


taiſchievous £640 bY quenching 
the Spirir of Dovoridh in” 6Ur- Own Peophe 
and giving occaſion to our Adverfaries to 
throw Scorn and "Contempt on qur other- 


pr eng ro Li 
Conſider, I eo Tb « cari we expect 


that others ſh id or cſteem it accor- 
dirig to its rue worth if we our ſelves will 
B 2 nor 


as 
——— 
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pe em ——_— 


'own- Heads, to 


>  . 


not. keep it ſo much in Countenance, 
as to afford.it a fair Reading ? If we will 
not do. it ſo much. common {Juſtice as to 
contribute, as- much. as lies; in-our- Power, 
that it may "re an.impartial Hearing, equal, 
at leaſt to any. other Divine Ordinance ?. If 
we ſhall xx e to lay as. much weight on. 
thoſe Devotions, which-our-whole- Church 
has injoin'd us. to- ,pour- ous. before the 

Throne of. Grace, for.chc. Peaphe,- as we:do. 
on. thoſe Diſcourſes, , which we make, on-our 
c Pcople,? 

Wherctore, I fa again, this very com-/ 
mendable ir H SY aps and i Reading 
che Holy Offices of the Chure, is lar 
fombangap ory or ſaperficial Work, ll 
a mean or vulgar Accompliſkment, or afub- I 


. ordinate lower Adminuſtration,,. only fipfor 


a Cos that,..t, 5, on to-, be placed: 
Among., 4268 ial, Endowments of , 
greater Baha fa ts moe; ; AS. 
being. one of the. m Ga Inſtruments. 
of the Holy. Spirit, of, -G QD, ;,to raiſe and 
command Mens ts: 10NS :\ of 


thc Holy truc Spint of, GOD, ay; hich, 


tho* in our. mnward |\px1yate 
Su PIO OTRR Ven, it age ms 0 


OUY 


© ©» Diſcowſe -t6 his Gergy. 
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our Infirmities, and maketh Interceſſion for us 
with Groanings that cannot be uttered; Yet, in 
the- public] Worſhip, is. moſt frequently 
pleaſed.,ro-, operate 4 fuch Words, and 
Sounds, as:: re! xpreſs > with. the bet Ut-- 
LCrance, Bette 

| So that-now, with a juſt Amace i may 
- aſſert this $0-be a yery progity ificazon , 
| of a Pargchial-Myniſtct ;. thatihe has attain'd. 
-. to amhabicual Faquilty: ofſcrting forth. the 
.. public Praycrs 50 all their duc Advantage, by: 
p pronojncigg yo lcaſurably, firly, aly; 
* Speaker, - a5.) in re deg: farable 20 
- the Authaxity. of - what is-ſpoken. 
_ ..Thins mych (I may ſafely! fay,: har che 
\, Reader of the Prayers,. if be docs his, part, . 
.. .in the. manner; I-have mention'd; by. fuch a 
fervent-Delivery of the 


by the Charch:3t ſelf) may give dine en-- 
lvening Breath... a:new; Soul, 'as: it were, 'r©. 
| every Prayer, eyery Petition in it : 'He 


* quicken andthimare; theſe! Conkddions,” In- 
. kerggſhobyandifhenkſiivings, which whan 

i992 and aridaft; wridificrently; within: 
_ rlefacls, T ignorant: Flatneſs;invall 


-{1-11Þ4; 1 ſeem: 


and Ganecptions;: purintobis Mouth. ' 


o 
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a AAA, go Es 


ſccm to ſome to be bur 4 dead Lerner :* He 
may make every Hymn,: every Plalm, eve 


Letfony Epiſtle '.and i Golpeh, vd become w 


thigh a riew-Strmor ;'at 2leaſt;heqmay: give, 


to the old ſtanditg Tekrof the Bible, a Very 
good clear Expoſition, even by hus very Way 
of reading it:to the Congregation;! [| 


-—_— :upoN :Bxperitrice, / Soyiltind: © 
apparenthy itrue. - Fora; 5:4 tually 'ob- 

—_ by Mon 'of - Leamavng!;- in''-primced 
Books, the vetyaccurate and/ethatabpomiing 


of the-Capy' is one of the beftkayids'of good 


ncew.'Commentarics: on4dny'11Hd : Vo 


'bow much more; an-althe Offices .uf/ 


votion, woald that; which iconfiſts nutonly 
m good Pointing} and"iobſorvinng all! Yuc 


Srops, burn ſo much more beſides} I miean 


a good, di{tinct, — yer ealie, and! un- 
forced reading of every oe Portion 
of :chs HolySeripemss nugh'mott 
would all this really ſcxve for! 'w good: inew 
Paraphraſe and pagan”. every Sentence 
m then ! <3 & 133 
Tr.is indeed” almoſb -ncxedible! how «quite | 
another rhing.thedailyinorming -arſd ontein | 
Prayers. will appear ; iwhar new Figures ahd 
— khd hidden Treaſures -of ſagred 
Eloquence, 


| ; " Diſcourſe to | bis Clergy. 


72 ucnpe,' they wit 'contirwally difcover, 
Hens, ouned'; 'how thick apter* 


they will-be to kindle in ws, and our Andi: 
tors; ' all manner of Heavenly Aﬀcthons, of 
Spiritual Grief, and Cncritin, of Love and 
ratitude, bf Faith- Hope, "and Charity, 
Joy #n- the Holy 'Ghioft ; "When the Har- 
| —_y of. the 6 malt be tuned, as it 
to the Harmony of the Matter; 
Wheithe Zeal of the Reader ſhall kee Com- 
. pany wittthis oIce; NY 
' ted co, arid: &her _——_ 
| and Expteth bri'Whent lopg Uſe, au Moy aan 
tion of the beſt Maſters, ' or the beſt we can 
cornc' ac, we- hall know familiarl how 44 


BY. give every Vx prckomk and Sn ts 


White to: Feral. Jy 
every Cha 1: Leorieel its natural or 
ſpiticual Fotce'!! 'where pf be quicker 'or 
more' vehemeht, /where m_ and more fc- 


"1 _ he to obſc bſcrve equal 6 oy ond 
CES 5 Ef "to 4vO1 onotonies 


one h and '{mmoderare Eley4- 

pA oi or he on the other; Yet, 

oi to face bick ane T os, ; ohne ro = 

In tphcc: the 
throighly*cxpert and 
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in practiſing thelſs, . and,,many, py ICC (ſuch, 
natural Decencics gf Pronguncing ; 
may, ſeem ol light, and Pat thi afs 
ſingly, and apart, Fe cogcther, . in, their 
full ay Power, -they, will de. 1 = d.to 
have an-admirable © Gancygrence gowaxds ke 


creating, augmenting, we CINPCLINS, 
well-governing; of ,Devg | 


Had I time, it were cafjeto ke this, 
in wg Office of 'our Church. Give Fox 
leave. only to cas gan or5ipſtance Wl 
the. one xeks of own Kn der, which 
perhaps,may: -/tut c unwor our ſpecial 
remarking : Tho” I doubt "y ut many. of ' 
-you have: mct with. ſeyeral Examples, of the 
like nature. Hy 

. It was cording pc 


ratior '0 TEES ch 
gerhe riy 


,: When, t9- 


ro ma, and 


timcs, Was to Dori one of 1: Gi- 
pal Churches of London.” The Miniſter of 
the Pariſh, being a wiſe and es Confor- 
miſt,and he was afterwards an crppeenſihap 
in our;Church, well Fnew bow, ae 


Flank 


—_— 


—_ 
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Friends and Relations of the Deccafed had 
always been to the Common Prayer ; Which, 


by hearing 1x fo often call'd a low Rudfment, 
a-beggarly'-Element, and Carnal Ordinknce, 
they- were: brought to 'contemn to- that de-' 


gree, that they ſhunned all occaſions of bemg 
acquainted with 1. 
refore, - 1n order 'to the Interment 
of their Fricnd;'in ſome fort, to their Satis- 
faction, yet ſo as not to betray his own Truſt, 
| he uſed this honeſt Method to undeceive 
them. Before the day appointed for the Fu- 
nera}, he was at'the pains to learn the whole 
Office of Burial-by Heart. And then, thetime 
| being come! there beg a great Concoutſe of 
Men of the fame Phanarical Principles, when 
the Company heard all delivered by thim 
without Book; '-with a free Readineſs, and 
profound.' Gravity,” and” unaffected compo- 
ſire of ' Voice- Looks,” and Geſtures, and'a 
very powerful Emphaſis rr every parc; as m- 
decd his: Talent was excellent that way; 'they 
were trangely-ſurpriſed and-affected: Pro- 
fefling, they hid never heart i mife ſutabic 
Exhotration. '6r' 1 core Wiſh Pxtrt fe 
cyen from! the'very'beſt inid'hnoft 'Ptedckdbny 
Men of their own Petſutfion? * 7 * 0H 4h 
i 54J C : "oo 
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Bux they were afterwards much more ſur. 
priſed and confounded, when. the ſame Per: 
ſon, . who. had officiated, aſlured the. prinict-: 
pal Men among them, that-got *on&; Perigd. 
o all he; had / ſpoken, was, his own; 
and . convinc'd them by ocular :Demon- 
{tration , how all was taken; Word for 
Word out of the. very, Office ordainedl;for 
that purpole, in the poor, contemptuble Book 
of Common Prayer. | 
Whence he moſt reaſonably infeer'd how 
much their ill grounded Prejudice , and 
miſtaken Zeal, had deluded;zrhema, that they: 
ſhould. admire the fame Diſcourſe; ; when: 
they thought it an unprepared, unpremedi- 
cared Rapture: which they would have abo- 
munated, had they known it tobe only a ſet 
Form preſcribed Authority. | | 
And from the ſame Obſervation, we alſo. 
may as juſtly infer, that all the Coldneſs and 
Dulneſs, which coo many, ſuch abuſed and 
wanton Spirits, have complain'd they find in 
ſer Forms, is not really in, the Forms them- 
felyes; in Le arg F: is oe ,qtherwiſe.. If there 
be any colour PAPA, tas aan 
only proceed fr oy 4 C \ Lage AC 
pid manner of repeating them. 


_ Upon 


4 
—_ — —— 


Difcourſe to his Cletpy. 


BE ——— 


Upon the whole Matter it is moſt certain; 
chat; in che/prblic Worſhip of GO D, no- 
thing &an'be ret ret or moving, more 
lofty, or Divine, cirher'm the conteſſing, pe- 
titioning, or ' prailing part, than where -the 
Thoughtsand Expreſſions are ſtridtly weigh'd, 
and prudendy reduced into ſanding unal- 
tcrable- Forms-: - Provided ' alſo, thoſe yery 
Forms be not pronounced in'a formal way ; 
but that they be aſſiſted, inflamed, inſpired, 
as'F may fay, with” ſach a preſent; Ardour 


andſprightly Zeal in reading ehetn,"ad'will 


* always make them ſeem to be extenpore : 
Extcmpore, I mean, inthe new, ready, ve: 
- hement manner of their Pronunciation ; but 
ſet Forms: {till;” ji the ſolid Ripeneſs of the 
Senſe; -atid' he due Choice, and: deliberate 
ordermg of their Phraſes and Figures ; Which 
are-the peculiar 'Advantages of ſet Forms: 
And therefore, ſoſpoken, they will, in all Rea- 
ſon, produce a far more real. unfeigried, and 
durable Devorion, than' all the other' metr- 
extempore, ' raw, and: mdigeſted Effuſions 
ought to pretend-to. | 


I ſhould - crave your pardon, that I have | 


dwelt fo long on this firſt Head of Advice. 


- But it appear'd to me P very material; thar 
| ij c 


2 


The Biſhop of - Rocheter's 


—_—_ not ot haſtily pals. it Oyer ;, Eſpecially 


ſince what | have now;faid en. this Subject; | 


may, Concern. n common, qt pablic Mi- 
nultrations, and is ,cqually. ap appticabls, not 
only to che well-pertorming the daily mor- 


ning and .cycning Prayers Aarpushgus hay 
Year, both of er Dl AASA 


extraordinary Fals a + andys on A's 
ro, the Offices of Bapti A kr. ad an 

the Holy Communion; and indeed t0 = 
ry. other part of our; | cltabliſhed Liturgy 


' In all which, as the. Reader  officiatcs- better 


or worſe, ſo molt ui 1S ; their Bencfit arid 
Efficacy. more or {els on the Minds of the 
Hearers. 

Nay, 1 will now RE bold: to: 30 farther, 
to apply; the. Ulctulneſsof, this: Connfel, /NQX 
only -r0, the Praying Parr -but, alſo-c0. ano- 
ther, Part ot-, your, Office, :I anz next to'con- 
fider, which 1s that of  Preachin 


. 1 am verily, perſuaded, that the Sermons 


__ preachedevyery Snuday ia t hs one Kinglond, 
by the Ghurch of Exgland unthisAge, 
had] 20re excellent ak noſtoger thackind, 


bayc bccn delivercg, 4n; the iſamenſpace 
of time, Ot OnE che whole, Chriſtian 
World belides... - vet 
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Quly: {et menake the Freedom to ſuggcit, 
that pethaps .n/;wenld add'much; tho' not 
to:the folid and ſubitancial-Part of ſuch Dil. 
coniſes; yer to tharrjuft popularicy, and 
more general Acceptancc;ianditoithe greater 
Edification ef our Hearets, 1t.wc would uni- 
verfally-addi&t'wur ſelves a little more tothis 
Study ob Pronuncution:' By which»Advan- 
tages alone of the:Freedom, andrlife of their 
Elocunion, 'we know the Preachers of. ſome 
other Nations do ſcem to reign and triumph 
m-the Pulpit,/ whuleſt+ their:Sermons; as tar 
- AS:WC Can judgc by thoſe: we have 'of 'them 
in Princ, axe not comparable to'the Engliſh: 

- An: Obſervation, .-which, - methmks, may 
rouze our Preachers. out-do them in this 
kind of'.PertcEtron atfo:: 1 mean, in'amatu- 
rat, i comely, modeſt,. yer undaunted force 
of Pronunciation: - Nor ſuch as is full of 
over-Action , and mimical Gefticulations; 
which, though. ſome Parties may admirc 
tor a time, and to ſerve a Turn, 
yer > tht ſerious” :Temper” ofn war: /Na- 
rion-Iw1ill 'mever [long approve. oradmir 'of. 
Burt'I uniecnd:ſach a fteddy- compoled, ſevere, 
decent, tvcy, and:appulice managing' your 
Voices ambGettures mw thoPulpir, 225 43 bett 
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accommodared./to the; Gravity. 'and. \Soli- 
dirty of: the ' Engliſh Genuus, -and 15 alſo 
agrecablc, as natich as:may: be,. to.che Sims 
plicicy, Power, arid-heighe of the Meflage 
ycu bring from Heaven: - 

The ncxt great Duty chen of your Pricitly 
Office, which comes in ourway, boing'/thar 
of Ptcaching; 1 ſhall begin with one ſhort 
Admonition,, which, 1 confals I amialmoſt 
aſhamed to give ; and: yet it may: be;-very 
expedient, that 1t; ſhould be.given; /not;: 
declare, as. a'/Corrcction to. any, of |you here 
preſent, »for any. thing paſt; . buvianly in-re- 
eardto' the future, and:for tho ſake of thoſe 
who as yet. arc Icſs experienced Preachers, 
and young timorous Beginners. 

The Caution; in plairs;Ferms,: 3s'this; that 
every Perſon,'who undgttakes chis great Em- 


ployiment, ſhould imake(1t: a: matter of :Reh1 


gion.and Conſcience, . to preach nothing but 
what.1s the Product of his own Scudy, and 
of-his own Compoling. *' 

I would nas be miſtaken; as it 1 ſhould 
hereby condemn the Reading of the Hami- 
lies; which were compoſed by the Wiſdom 


and Piety of former 'Times, and have been 


ever-{ince allowed, nay recommended , by 
our 
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our Church, int fore Places, and upon ſome 
Neceflitics to be uſed. 'I amſo far from do- 
ing-fo;-thar I rather with from my Heart 


we wefefurniſh'd with a larger Stock of ſuch 


learned, plain, and orthodox Diſcourſes, 
There can 'be no' manner 'of hurt; 'nay 


there is very great reaſon, that, upon ſome. 
yrgene Occations,'' a Preactier ſhould: have 


liberty to-eake ſomething our of that public 


Tfeaſury, which was laid up for that'end,: 
and has. the Stamp of * Authoriey _ it to- 


make 1t current. ' My Purpoſe as only to dif 
fade your from all anjuſtRapine of x 5 Par 
from alt under-hand Yealing with the private 
Stores of 'particular-Perſons: | *- 

As to that; 1 date ayouch, it'is far berrer 
and more adviſable, even for the: raweſt 
Practiſer, to exhibit-bur yer mean: Things' 
of kis-own, at-firſt; than'ito flouriſh -it in'the 
beſt of other Mens Senſe and Oratory. For: 
he, * who does never: ſo ' ordinarily at” firſt, 
proyided it, be from himſelf, 'may, ''and will 
do'better; and betrer'in time, /'by-GO.D's 
Aſſiſtance. thro' fervent Prayer, and indeta- 
tigable; Arecntion to reading, -arx& h&ring, 
and praiſing to preach. Whereas this-ſor- 
did-borrowing, this ſhameful, I had _ 
31 . 4a1 a 
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ſaid , ſacpilegious purloinng, from Hes 
Mens: Labours;;.. 1s  an;; utter: :-1rrec« 
cilable Encmy,,to. all- manner] of 1G 

and; -lmprovement .1n { Dube: Licarming;” Of 
Eloquence. . / 1). 

Iwill notnow nd on the meanchs of Spi- 
rit, and perpetual tear, that muſt attend the, 
Gonſciouſnels ofi-,xhis; Guilt, 1c, fhould, 
be, ſome- tume ox, other, diſcovers. ;: OF--ON 
the ſhame arid contempt that. often 
co ſuch Pilfercrs, upon che, Diſcoyery. Bux 
befides all chis, in Truth, whenonce Mcn, 
have: indulged, themſelves in .chis caſic, but 
deſpicable and ſhuffling Commerce, Sep ſel- 
dom or never give. it ovcr;.nay, at laſt, th rig 
can very hardly give it over RM 


Thence. will; ſaccecd ſuch a:vifible ww 
of Parts, ſuch a neglectof all ſerious Studies, 
ſuch a deſgewade, and: wnaptachs tor, xcgular, 
thinking,,ſsch Emprineſs -of t Anvention and 
Memory, ifach/:a,Difidence ef,'\cheix own 
Style; Undesftanding: and. Judgeracht z. chat 
they, bojcat Ach znade ,bgld-wich: arhers 
Serrhanknecrhaps Tneety;\ } QUT | of - $ 
will at. lege bgforcyd.go 9p: out af {Ne: 
celtic#t 1 ore pc appen-4© thug 
kind: bf [FHidvcs, \as-aolt congnonly 15 -dpes 


WIISX # to 


— 4. a4 #4 2; = Jn” "4 Co 4 


© Diſcon;ſe to his Clerpy. 


«6 all:othbrs; »rhey Neal ſo long im their 
Youth, and Strength..of Age; ;becaulc they 
Ml noriwork, char in irheir old /Age, 'they 
av \tompelt d xo ſteal 00, /becauſc they can 


[not work. '. ' 
But-enough, or too axackafrdis;: Iknaw 


ww whom 1 ſpeak; 40 thaſe):whqzrtononght 
: Feould-ever obſerve, or dame ang 
Preach, bur irhemiſciyes compaſe! what 'they 
"Preach. / Yor 1 thought 'it |became me to 
give © this Invnation, ſcoing, '1n aw own 
-Faall Experience, Ihave been forccd to dr- 
riy Orders ts ſome Perfons, becauſel found 
Hem tcig-chisvery:Crme: ' Lwas at 
firſt © alnazcd ro: hear then pab- 
duco moſt t Sermons, whileft Ifound 
- their Gifts of Narure, and Abilitics of Lear- 
ing; and Koowkdge,, wore-fat from bemg 
"aflable.\ Bur my Wonder was -foon over, 
PL endeifeſty diſcoverd, chat nothing 
bar their Ignorance was & qa their 


tier on \ ens that we nia 
come into the Way again, aftcr this unwel- 
come Digreſſion; wm making our . Sermans, 
pra regard ought be had ro the Words, 
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* aid to the Matter; great to 0 bath, tho not 
"equally great to both. cl: 

Your'Words: and :5t Wie ſhould, be bnapke, 
expreſſive, weighty; uibatrirIGE And thege- 
fore, tho* not without ſome true; Art; yet 
not very artificial ; . and-rather void of all 
Ornament, than over-adarn'd;; batas mugh 
$cripraxal as 'may be withouc Af&cRtatign ; 
and as caſic;:tanubar, ard ngelgeþleias-pol- 
fible. © And: Perſpicuityis always feflibk. 
Nay itis almoſt impoſſible, thationes; Words 
ſhould notbe perſpicuous, when his Thqughts 
arc-ckary.and untiraubledzoand abs:Ghy 
co--be! fpakem: df; 15-thuoughly cypde f 
When the: Matter is; vell-nvenede hes 
. and'ordered in-the Mind; it very xaxely, hap- 
pens ,. - bur the. fitteſt; and; Miſt; pune 
- Words wilt occurito the Faacy,atd ;Tongye 
of the Speaker. -Bz erbe/non innit ſeghttituer: 

: Next;:fince/your;MacretinwR,coff eau, 
be cither- Nactrinal-or. Pradtigal ;; where 1t 
thall. be mcerly: Doctrinak;s thets-3t nay; fat- 
fice for your common Auditortes,and,in 
Fruth,; tor:all athc, ffom aha eweſtge the 
- Very! highctt, that: #6 be: phin;; Gund, dub- 
. ftancal, ancixnt;i, catholic 3 feldenror,neyer 
curiouſly drawn; = goche fie; ;Thees $of 
26G \ſpute 
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Dons and Speculation, or, as the Apoſtle 
repens, Shny, qr of Science fall ſo 


WE 110 0.0] *' 
_—_—E indeed, } maucty robe. wiſhed, that, 
4 _ Ot, -all manner . of . Contro- 
verſies Foun 7 utterly. excluded from: the 
gat Work of. faying Souls,. which is. your 
PCClal "1X Yer, becauſe in times Ms 
Pri tive Purity, .;.and in 
. tc La of. og Challian Church, 


it.cannot. be we Sb that you ſhould teach 


aptly, or 0 Schiſm and Herelie ſolidly, 

Thou 19 mactimes,, and entring 

upan, { Ro a Wal $ of. neroyerſies; Certain- 

ly.the.beſt way, in theſe inevitable Caſes, is 

Never to, meddle with ſuch obſcure Subtilcics; 

_ of Spiritual, Pride . or -Oſtentation, bur 

| Sys t of -Neccility ; and 'then only 

the: molt neceſſary, Parts of them; and 

then P's that you be ever ſure to kee cloſe 

& bis Form of ſound Words uſedin the C urch, 

.Kgnain your ſclyes within the known 

OG ds of Scripture Determinations, in cyc- 

ry. COT! For, Poine, . tq. deliver;the Faith 

to. your. | "PH as tt ls once deliverd, to the, 
Seals 
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As little a Loyer then 48'F am of Contro- 
verſial Divinity m the Pulpity\ yer F- eannor 
be faithful ro you, or to our Mother the 
Church of England! if T donot'tecommend 
two ſorts of it to'be ſeriouſly ſtudied by you: 
But I muſt ftill- ſay, rather to be ftndicd than 
preach'd ; tho? preach'd tov upon reaſonable 
Occaſions. iz) Il [, 15 ef : oy” us 

The firſt kind. is that'6f the Controverſies: 
between us and the Churelr'of Rome: For 
we are not yct {6 cxempr from Fear on thar- 
Quarter, that we ſhould fecriydly lay afide; 
and ſuffer to raft on the Walls, chofe very 
Arms, which, to the imumortdl.praife-of the: 
Parochial Cergy, were fo fucceisfully mana- 
ged. by them,” during the Jaft great Crifis. of 
danger from the Popiſh Intereſt.” Se «6 

I the rather 'mcenton: thefe, Þecauſe oy 
arc ftill almoſt in every Mans hands; and 
perhaps a judicious ſumm,. and fall Epitome; 
collected.out 'of them all, would be as uſe- 
fal: a. Body of Controycrhics on thoſe Que- 
ſtions, as any 1s yer extant.,, © 

Wherefore, that you may:preſeryc your: 
own; and.the Sonls under 'your Care, from: 
Infetion:, and. be able to convince Gain-- 
faycrs, Ecxhort: your all,. according to your: 

| ſeycral:; 
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fovcral Stations and Opportunities, to be fill 
gonvcriant and! prepared in thoſe very fame 
Arguments againſt the Papiſts :: Yer , fer mc 
fay-alſo,, mot:onty now in thoſe. 

For there is another ſort of Controverſies, 
or:rather blatphemous Do@rines, reviv'd'in 
this-Agc, and which fecm, indeed; to be the 


moſt::cherih'd and darling Fenents - of the: 


loofe.ant Antichriſtian part of the Age; I 
meat? thoſe ecxecrable Opinions againſt the 
Incarnation and Ecernal Godhead'of our Sa- 
viout,: the Satisfaction of his Meritorious Suf 


and Dearh',. ' and the very'Being-of 
the Ever-blefled. Trinity : Which bemg' all 
of themthe peculiar and. horney Foun 


dations: of. Chriſtianity ,. . whacever wt 2, 
rſt 


who 6 dire&ly: oppoſe chem; at 
; pretend; yet they cannor' but: Ccally tend-ro 
che Deftrudtion: of the Primitive - Faith» in 
Chrift, and-the Introduction-of another Re- 
ligion, new, and therefore abominable.. 
Wherefore, to maintain ne leſs than-the 
inaih Fundamental Points of onr Prere' and 
Undefiled. Religion,. you arc now'moſt. zea- 
louſly. co apply your Thoughts to the ſerious 


Study of: thoſe. Divine Myſteries. _ Yer; it: 


your pleaſe ro take my Judgment; after. you 


ſhall: 


— 
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| ſhall beneverlo well furmihid with Weapons 


deteniys, oroftenfive; ot chigmature;'you 
ſhould vey rarelybrandiſh;;:gr fo:muchias 
ſhew rhem 1n \your ordanaryr;Pulpts , '\ncyer 
but when you {cannot avoid at Without be- 
cray1ng,. or deſerting the:Qrthddax. Truth. 
And, whenever: you ſhdlk-'produce-afy:idf 
them, 19;-fuch' Autlicorics,: dyeh:4tionl} 2x 
were beſt:;done; in a-;calm;-poſitive,cand 
didactical, rather than w-a-ſharp, wrangling, 
QP CONteAtiOus Way: |: But always take along 
with, you; + what: I ſaid beforq;to:mademne 
= "hho 1n,your: popular::Scrmons; 
than as the Scripture light primitively ct+ 
pounded ſhall. plainly, lead un - "+120: 10 
This may ſufficc, at preſcae, 'touching:the 
doctrinal-;;ang-,; fpegulative;[$art> af! your 
Preachung;, - As, t the: other, ; whichrrs:the 
Pragtical, -1n that] need nar ;foreward you 
to proceed, with,.ſuch reſerve,: ar-reftraint, 
In the | greateſt- abundance of that; if mal 
naged,wabl any -tplcrable>Prudenee;! ere 
can hardly.be any azaniict of .exdeſs:7 Aloft 
aſlurcdly, the leſs controverkal,\and themort 
practical your Pulpic Diſcourſes are, - theſber. 
tcr.thcy mult, be; and- the mare profitable;” 
19916 1g ey; v2 286? 03 Slpalq yoy 
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Now;«my dear Brethren, the:Subject of 
this part:-0f-.your; Sermons, (being, as.you 
cahnot:bur>kmo zi. ſo; :compretienſiverand 
yalt, .s\toi:take: inthe whole. compaſs-of all 
our'Sprritual'and - Moral Duties; I ſay of 

 Moral-alfo.; For, let none be deceived; Mo- 
ral\Prcaching. is of niarvellous uſe. where- 
eycr/16:. ſublcrvient:ro-the mipired Doctrine 
of \ Ckrifbianity;; and- does notiftrive toquitle 
_ thatz\&hich vs'\&s Prmcipaly quice. out of the 
Pulpit :\\But, I\ſay,» the Matter of -your .pra- 
Atical Preaching: bang an it ſelt: ſo.large, -as 
to cxtenah0o! alh rhe:Rrecepts. anil.Protnuſes; 
both"gf:the Law, ::and the Goſpel ; to 'all 
the Tempranons and:. Corruptions! of "the 
World; 'the Fleth, 'and the Devil ; - whereot 
the/one ought tobathe eternal Argument 
of your; Exhortarions;. the} other! of; vyoun 
Reproots and Admonitions : Here-'wis cfpcs 
cially,*rhar4 would beſcech you-all, with a 
Brotherly.'Tcnderncſs, and oblige you; with 
a Fathcriy Authority, to; tay out the whole 
 fireſsramblicey 0f0yeur ;S0uls,;  rovdran all 
your Studwgall: your! Edacmng;r Humamas 
Dwinc;:all:your Eloquence, all your ;Aﬀct 
@ons, all:your Zeal'[chis way : 'Ebis,.bews 
the gecar Work yoirhave choſen. for by Bu: 
1} IN&S, 
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fincſs of your whalc Lives, and-for which 
we all ES pecnhiazly- dedicated to the 
Service of GOD, and by Church:; And 1ct 
me add, this being the great Purpoſe, far 
which al Scripture ſecms to have-been giver 
by Inſpiration of GOD ; That ut may bes proÞp- 
table for Doftrine, for Reproof, for Correflion. 
There 4s the chiet nd of all the. ay 
you arc to teach; But what-follows 2) 
Inflruciion in Righteouſneſs ; #hat the Mon þ | 
GOD may be porſelt,  throughly farnifbed'.to 
ever goo: Work. There 1s the great: 

- 


Practice you arc to. inforce. -. 

I have diſpatched what Ehagherodidhs 
now to ſay on ax Head of Preachingi un- 
leſs you will ſuffer me ro name one vary ob- 
vious Caution ; which yet I cannot thank to 
be ever the leſs necellary ,, tor bang fo 
yery abv1ous. 

The Caution is, that in all your Sermons, 
where you have Occaſion to praiſe any Vir- 
ruc, or diſpraiſe any Vice; es in all your Com- 
mendations of what 1s good, or Diſcommen- 
_— of what 1s bad; you would —_ 

te _ _=_ Perſon from bag 19 
Ng, always diſtinguiſh the Sinner 
how the Sin : That i is, That you would nc- 
ycr 
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yer. put any one Virtue, never ahy one Vice, 
you. are to deal with in che Pulpit, into the 
Habit or Countcnance of any one Member 
of- your Congregations, ſo that they may 
be it thereby : In a word, that you 


would utterly ſhun, and abhor all Perſonal. 


- Flatteries of the Good ; and all Perſonal Re- 
fic@ions on the wicked. 
 ;As to the firſt of theſe Extremes, that of 
Flattery, I need only mention it here. That 
is cldom thought worthy of ſuch plainCoun- 
-try;Congregations,. as, yours. generally are; 
*Twere:well, af | 1t, were', as, much .cxchiged 
out of. all-other Religious Aſſemblits of bet. 
ter tY. 71919. 1 1397; 
It 1s rnd <d- great, pity, that ſuch gloſing 
and deccittul Language ſhould, as ilaft; in 
any meaſure, take 'Sanctuary,m the Chutch; 
when 1t. bad. been fo long; in all Ages, by 
common Conſent. of wiſe; and goqd. Men, 
judg'd. fit to. be baniſh'd our of all other well- 
conſtituted Societies. Has. it nat been always 
found;.; by:; Expericnce , i;thasi at fakrars 
Tongut & © far\from.increafing .ch&E Yu 
« ,; and the Grear;; that-Jrachgr 
ſerves,to deprays the xeal Wigrih thay, tghc 
' have before ? _ So that, as the Plalnuſt fan's 
16 To | E dT ©” TNE 
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the Men who flatter with their Tongue, have 
not only no Faithfalneſs in their»Mouth, bur 
their very Throat is an; open Sepulcher. ' Bur, 
above all, it is moſt unbecominyg the Pulpit; 
where Men would ſeem to ſpeak as from 
G OD, and with Authority, which nothing 
can more debaſe-or proſtitute than Flatrery. 

As to the other Excels;' that of ſeerer Re- 
flections, and malicious Inſinuations' againſt, 
or. open Defamations of Perſofis, I would 
abſolutely diſſuade you from the very Sha- 
dow,” and Suſpicion of- it. ''-I would! mtreat 


you'all; -in the Bowels of our Lord'Chtift;-that 


you would never, on ay Occafion, or Acci- 
dent, not even or: the greateſt Provecation; 
do that Afront to the Honeur-and Modeſty 
of che-Pulpie, as to make ita Place-for arty 
Rudenek,”:or Scurrility whatever. :,Surgly 
toching can be more diſgraceful"to'theRe- 
puration''of your” Profeſſion”! or more de- 
{truftive'to Edification, '6r more /unbeleem- 
ing the'Gravity and Charity: of 'a Churth-of- 
apt Divine, thay wo-rtkehan'Ordinance 
ſoft d//and the Word of 11G OD hand 
in'ap7b#ome inflrumental-f5 yer owapty 


vate Paffions, Animoelities, or- Revenges: be) 
Mit dikes © Gs tes Kt 62: 2. 361. 
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- I am now arrived at the next great Duty 
of your Holy Office, which is that of Cate- 
hiling ; not ſo much to recommend to you 
che Duty i ſelf} tho? I might do' that moſt 


earneſtly and'vchemently, and with ſome 
kind of ' Epiſcopal Expoſtulaction and Repre- 


henfion, if any where it ſhould be totally 
negle&ed. But that I would not here 6 
much as ſuppoſe. 

I cannot doubt but we ate all of one 
Mind, touching che inexpreflible Advantages 


of this Ordinanee in general ; we eſpecially 
who have lived in theſe Times. We cannot - 


but. be abundantly convinced of it by a wo- 
fil and dear-bought Experience : Since it- is 
evident, that the far greater parc of the mon- 
ftrous Loofcneſs of Opinions, and profane 
Enormity of Manners, which overwhelm'd 
the whole face of the laſt Age, and has too 
much deſcended” on ' this, did remarkably 
procecd from the notorious defect, or, uni- 
yerſal Omiſfion of Orthodox Catechiſing, 
during the'Calamities and. Confuſions of the 
Srcat 'Rebelhon: 41. Ul , ao 

Wherefore, /-routhing the imniinent Ne- 
ccſlity of reftoring,' or, I'may well hope ra- 
ther, among you, of _ continuing this firſt 
Mi} E 2 part 


—————————— 


36 . '/ be Biſhop of Rochelter's 


LS 


rart of Chriſtian Diſcipline, I make ſure ac- 
count we are all agreed. I 7 
. The only Thing, to. be, debated, is; the 
Manner, how this Holy.Exerciſe may be fo 
pur in uſe, that the bleſſed Ends, which, 1 
am aſſured, we all aim art alike , : may bc 
attained. _ 0 
Without all Controverſie then, the firſt 
Practice of prove regular Catechiſing, in all 
your Churches, oughtto-bein the yery ſame 
Order, and on the ſame Materials, which 
the Church Catcchiſm has-traced / out, and 
. the. Law has injour'd. q6i_R | 
I would therefore deſire you all tro begin, 
or rather incourage you to g0-on;, plainly 
and literally in that way, with-a ſttz:Cog- 
 finement of your 8s tg as. they, may 
be called, to that very compendious Intro- 
duction z,. to haye your, Youth | throughly 
yerſed, and inſtructed , pertedtly in all the 
ueſtions. and Anſwers there preſcribed. 
This ought by no means to be left undone 
in the ſmalleſt, or pooreſt of your Country 
Cures; where the higheſt Capacities are not 
at firſt aboye, and the loweſt can ſcarce be 
below, this kind of plain Informarion. 


Buc 
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Bu in greater /Towns, where the Youth 
are ſomewhat: better educated, and ſo ſhould 
be more cave of Improvement, there; 
ſuppoking ſtil} you ':neyer: omit the other 
more ſimple way, you.: may, |by degrecs, 
' With :a ſober, and diſcreet'Pace, procced 
farchcr; I will not ſay, by inlarging the Foun- 
dations, but by railing the Building higher 
on the ſame compaſs ot-Ground. . 

And. this I baye known. done with very 
remarkable-Fruit,.and Benefit/to the Learners; 
Ina fanuliar Method, , whereof IF will: only 
” trace qQut-..to:,. you. ther imperfect: Draught, 
which, by Tune arid-Cuſtom, you may! cafily 
* advance, and complete. The Method 1s 
this That to every Article; and every Clauſe 
of it, in-the Church Catechiſm, after they 
have learnt. them: by Heart, you ſhould an- | 
nex,. at fiſt, ſame ſuch Texts of Scripture) 
as may ſuffice to prove the, Matter contain'd: 
p:them , and do it in the feweſt Words, 
and. cleareſt. to the Purpoſe. '| Theſe Texts 
you;ſhould induce your young: Diſciples to 
- repeat, often, - and, perfectly; without. Book; 
. together with cach Arcigle; - and'\ſould-be- 
gin'to ke them underſtand ;- by a'very;brict- 
Expoſition, | how evidently cach Scriprate 


proyes each Arcicle, Theo, _ 


i 
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Then, by degrees, after they'ſhall be made . 
mtimatcly acquainted with that firſt Set of 
Texrs', you may more ſecurely! add other. 
Quoranons out of the /Bible, ſomewhat lar- 
ocr, bur ſtill cending ro the ame/Purpole ; 
and when you have explam'd them, in the 
like manner, but more. copiouſly, you may ' 
cauſe thoſe alſo tobe learnt as-cxactly, and 
repcated as readily as the former. 'And the 
ſame Courſe you may begin, and go through 
with © again , Atill-” adding more Texts, 
and more diſtintly dividing the Parts, ,and 
Members of the ſeveral Articles, as often as 
you {hall 'find it practicable, or convent. 
ent. 


Thus, whileft you do not gyer-burden 


- render Minds, bur ſoftly anſtil - theſe Inftru- 


ons anto them, Drop- after Drop, the 
Children,you have undertakenin this way,fo 
vory little out of the common Rode,and many 
alſo of riper Years,who ſhall be'preſent; 'and 
attentive, will, beyond their own, and'cven 
your firft Expectation, come' to 'have'trea! 


' ſured up, almoſt unawares, 'in cheir/ Minds; 


a lictle Body, as it were, ' of 'Orthodox Di-s - 
vinity: which cannot-but be all Orthodox, 


all Primitive, as being, without mixrtire, 


. »- purely 


ws 
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purcly collected out of the Holy Scriptures. 
With the Seripteres, by this means,” their 
Memories will tifiperceivably be filled; yer 
riot fo as only to fir- them to cant with unſca- 
fonably, in 'common Diſcourſe, but fo as to 
mſtru& 'or ' confirm ther Judgments, and 
teach them "fo apply properly, what they 
\ ſhall there read, Go eyery part of a ſoberChri- 
ſtians Belief, or practical :Duty. 

In this great Article of Catechiſing, I 
would offer 'one honeſt DireEtion more. Ik 


F& - is,” that you'ſhould not fo much aim in it at 


the length of the Exerciſe, - or art the perpe- 
tual changing of your Thoughts and Ex- 
prefſions, as at the found Bottom, on which 
you, build your Diſcourſe, and the- ſolid, 
unttavable - Ground ofs- cath © Doarine:, 
whercon you-fix your Explanatibhs; "tho' 
out Performance each time be the ſhorref, 
fs it be not unreaſonably ſhort, -and-tho? 
your Words,” and Phrafes,, my happen fre- 
#\ Ing, ted ric 4 's 
op tn rh eeg 
”"-"\nqriith, T\roald;-if Faurſt,” offer” Waic 
| eao a ror rod Br 
"KnCO "CC ogttc 1s agamtt my rea 
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muſt, handle; this poing the;/,more tenderly. 


It, is. indecd a very great Burden, that;the 
Humour of the Pcople, and our ,own. too, 
in ſome meaſure, has.Jaid;on-our. Profeſſion: 
Such as,..I think, no-other Calling, or Way 
of- Life, were cycr willing to Jay on them- 
(clycs; no, nor any other Nation; that I 
know of, has cxacted in. ſo <1 a. degree, 
ſrom their Clergy ; that you ſhould twice or 
once a'weck, ,at leaſt, always preſent your 
Auditorics with new Sermons ; and: thoſe 
alſo to be compoſed with theCar e andAccu- 
racy, almoſt. of Elaborate, an Complete 
'Treatiſcs. 

Whereas I am fure, . in che” butane of 
Catechuſing, and moſt probably, & the ſame 
will be fqund true gn. Preaching alſo, that a 
ſound, ſubſtantial; well-colleted,; and, well- 
woven Proviſion, of Plain, Tolkrative, Lzod- 
ly, and Devout Diſcourſes, altered, and. in 
creafed, according to. the TR Te We growing 


liies, and uſed 0 vex,..tho',. 
de Fares ar or rap ts, aro be 
cdifying, an to 

tying, pk: pip t hs, 
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terchanged, which the moſt fanciful, copious 
Catechiſt, or Preacher can deviſe. 

[ have known ſome very learned and pious 
Men, and cxcellent Preachers, - and zealous 
Lovers of our Church, and Country ; whoſe 
'Walare and Proſperity they wiſely judg'd to 
be inſeparably join'd ; I fay I have known 
theſe Perſons afteftionately declare therr 
Wiſhes that ſome ſuch Order, as this I ſhall 
{ubjoin,- were obſerved by the greateſt part, 
if not by all our Parochial Miniſters. 
© Fhat, on the very cntring into their Mt- 
niftry, or at'any time afterwards, if they 
have not done 1t before, they would fer them- 
ſelves to draw out the general Lineaments, 
and-larger Members of a whole Years, or 
perhaps a two Years Courfe of Cartechiſms, 
and Sermons : follgwing therem the annual 
Method of our Chutches Devorrons, 'or ahy 
orher Scheme they ſhall 'approve, and form 
to themſelves:; provided it comprizes all the 
main Points of Chriſtian Doctrine., 'and 
FRachce”: - {: ik 01 
\+.ThHar' on this Stock they ſhould: fer tip); 
and; mn the firſt, and ſecond Year, begin'tb 
fill up the-void Spaces, - and lay the firit Co- 
lours/ rowards the tmiſhing, as well-as ther 
ID F Sufficiency 
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Sufficiency. will thcn allow ; {till collecting, 
and conveying all thc Streams of their uſeful 
Reading and Learning anto: thoſe common 
Receptacles and Channels; and ſo ſucceſlive- 
ly Preaching them on, as the Year turns round. 

That cver afc:r, 4n the whole Progreſs 
of their Miniſtry, they ſhould (till be ad- 
ding to,0r cutting off from, or poliſhing thoſe 
firſt imperfect, Ideas ; alreging: thc Mcthod, 
ard Share of the whole, -;t ncedtul iofor- 
cing, Cr increa(irg the Arguments, Illuſtra- 
tions, and Amplifications, - if Wanting ; in- 
ſerting new. Doctrines before-unobleryed, 
making new practical Inferenccs before-un- 
couched, as their Judgements, or Light, or 
Experience ſhall improve; bur eſpecially, ſtill 
drawing more, and more,” over all, a new 
beautiful, Skin, - and the; lovely Features. of 
Scripture Larguage : "And then, without 
Scruple,, or Diſguiſe, ſhould preach them 
again, and again, fo corrected, augmented, 
and in fome part renewed. 

And I have heard theſe very wiſe. Perſons, 
fome of them moſt excellent; Fathers. of, our 
Church, often conclude, that, -by this; .or 
ſorac ſuch Mcthod, any Preacher, tho” of 
no extraordinary- bright Endowments at farſt, 


yet 
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yet of an honeſt Mind, clear Senſe, ua- 
wearicd Induſtry, and judicious Learning; 
would, - irv proceſs of time, in all likchhood;: 
have by him in ſtore, a complete, domeſtic, 
Courſe of ſound, well-compacted, affecting 
Sermons; that, by GOD's Bleffing, mighr 
yith'the juſt Advantages of Delivery, be ot 
far*greatcr uſe to his Conſcientious Hearers, 
than all that pompous Novelty, and coun- 
—u Varicty, which ſome others may boaſt 
_w# 


.. I ſay counterfeit Variety. For fo indced 


it 15 often, upon tryal, fourd ro be. And 
now I haye faithfully cold you the Opinion 
of thoſe Great Men, I will preſume, under 
ſo fate a Shelter, ro diſcloſe my own Thoughts 
in this Buſineſs ; yet fill with all deference, 
and candour towards any, who may differ 
from me in this Particular. =: *2 

. We have lived in an Age , when the wo 
Gifts, as they are wont to be calFd, of Ex-. 
tgmpore Praying, and Extempore Preaching, ; 
have, been more pretended to, and/magnificd, : 
than, I believe, they ever were before, or, 
I hope, ever will be again, in this Church 
and Nation. Yer, ;for all:I could cyer lcarn,) 
or obſerye, the moſt ſudden Kadineſs;. and 


F 2 moſt 
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moſt profuſe Exuberancy, . mn cither of theſe: 
Ways; has becn only. Extempore: in Shew 
and Appearance, and: very'trequenely bur a 
cunningly-difſembled Change "of the very 
ſame Matter, and Words 'oftcn repeated, 
tho' not in the ſame order. 73 gu 
. As to that of. Excempore'Praying,- which 
therefore roo many miſtake for. Praying by 
the Spirit ; 1t 15 matifeſt, 'that the moſt 'ex. 
erciſed, and mott redundant: Faculry, irs that 


| kind, 1s, in reality, only Praying by the 


Fancy, or the Memory, not by:the'Spirit.. 
They do but vary, and-remove the Scripture 
Style, and Language, or their own;-'into7as 
many Places, -and Shapes, and Figures, as 
they can. And tho* they have acquired ne- 
ver ſo plentiful a Stock. of them, yet ill the 
ſame Phraſcs,, and Expreſſions; do-ſo6 often 
come about again, that the Diſguiſe may 
quickly be feen through, by any attentive 
and ingclligent Hearer. So that, in plain 


terms, they who think themſelves moſt skil- 


ful in this Arc, do really, all che while, only 
pray in fet Forms diforderly fer, and never 
ranged mto a certain Method. For which 
Cauſe, tho' they may not ſeem to: be fet 
Foxms to theS@#dcluded Auditors, yet they 
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are; {i j» chenaſelves ; andthe yery Perſons 
who uſbthem moſt yariouſly, and moſt arti- 
ficially, cannot. but know them to be (o. 

 This;;nay Brethren, ſeems to! be all the great 
Myftery of-the fo hs Power of = 
rempore:Praying. And why. may not the 
lke be .afhirm'd,:in greatmeaſare, of Extem- 
pore One which:has ſo: near an Afi 
rity with the other?! Is not this alſo, at the 
Bottoin, ' only. a-.more crafty Management 
of the ſame :Phrafes ard Obſervations, the 


ſame Doetrmes, and -Applications, which 


they hadibefore. provided ,” and compoſed, 
and-reſcrved im their Memories ? 

Do' bur: hear the moſt voluble Maſters in 
this way, Once or twice, or perhaps oftner, as 
faras their Changes ſhall reach, and at firſt, no 
doubt, :you-w1ll be inclined to wonder at the 
| ſtrange Agihty 'of their Iniaginations, 'and 
compatls of their Inventions, and Nimbleneſs 
of their Utterance. But if you ſhall attend 
them! calmly, and conſtantly, the Vizour 
wiltbe quickly pulPd off, tho*they manage 
it never ſo dextrouſy © Yow wilt at laft find, 
' they only walk forward, and backward, and 
round. about: One, 't-may'be,- in a larger 
Labyzinth can: anorther';- dur in a Labyrin*h 


ſtil; . 
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(till; ehrough the lame Turnings'and Wind- 
1385 again, and again; and, i for: the rift 
part, guided by the fame clue? . | 

The Explanations, perhaps; of cheir Texts, 
tie Connexions, and Tranſitionsbf the Parts, 
and foie ſudden Glofles, and Deſcants, a | 
Flights of Fancy.: may .ſcem '.new' to 
Bur. the, material Points of Do&trine, an the 
common Places,” co which, upon any: Loſs, 
or Neccſlity, they have recourſe, theſe they 
irequently repeat,” and apply, to ſeveral Sub- 
jets, with very ltle Alterations in the Sub- 
itance, - otr.numes not in-the Words. Theſe 
are the conttant Paths, which they ſcruple 
not to walk over, and over again, *al], if 
you tollow them-very cloſe, you may. per- 
ceive, amidſt all their Extempore Prerenſ1ons, 
they often tread in the fame Rounds *rill they 
have trodden them bare enough. 

But, GOD be thanked, the Church of 
Zneland neither requires, nor ſtands 1n need 
of any ſych raptural ( if I may fo calltur-) 
or EnthultaſticaliSpirit of Prea thing Here 


the more ;advifed; 'and- modeſt, the more 
deliberate and prepared the Preacher 1s, the ' 
better he is furniſhed, by GOD's Grace, to 
dcliverctfe&tually our $- 


urches ſolid Senſe, ach 
fixed 
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ted] Precepts, ts unalterable Doctrines: Our * 


| Churghat fretcnds, -not to Enter; into Mens 
Jutlgemehts/3:,nxcecrly by. the  Aﬀections ; 
much\le6-by che Paſſions to overthrow their 
Judgements; 'The Door, which that ſtrives 
- firſt tg open, 15 of the Underſtanding, and 
Conſcience: Ir is content, if by them, a Paſ- 
- age fhall;be made. into che Aﬀections. 
{ hhayedctain'd you, the longer on this Ar- 
gumecnty becauſe I am perfectly convinced, 
that alchough one, or two Preachers in an 
Age, or perhaps ſome few 'more; Men of 
extraordinary Parts, Afhiifance of Mind, and 
Volubiliy of; Tongue , |,may, by longuſe, 


make a rctnarkable Blaze, for a-time, in this. 


ſudden, unſtudicd Way: Yet, if- it ſhould, 
ener. beg >che general Cuſtom of the whole 
Engliſh Clergy, it would produce little more 
than- Ignorance 'and Confidence in many. of 
our Preachers, and tempt many of- the Laity, 


who preſume themſelves to, be\<qually. gifted, 


ro gs they had an .cqual Right ro the Mi- 
"Haha need I js any moxe of cis. Mac- 


tern? 1s is. confcls'd. gn all kangs,, chat if, ary 


| 53590 ore kind of Preaching had-been-uni- 
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'ginning of our” Reformation,” the whole 
Church of: Chriſt had becn,much impove- 
riſhed thereby, had ' been. .deprived- of | the 
beſt Treafury of Sermons, that &ver-'it was 
inrich'd with, ſince the Apeftles; 'nrd their 
Succcflors, and the primitive Fathers Times. 


There: 1s. ſtill behind'- one ' ſolemn Duty 
-more, -belonging to all of us; wherein I 
would willingly ſuggeſt one ſerious Word of 
Counſel :- And it concerns 'the' Office"! of 
Viſiting he Sick, '' 1 would not doubt, bur 
herein you generally do' your Parts, dih- 
gently, 'pwoutly, and- oeutfenily, But there 
are ſome Things in this, as well asim the 
others bcforc-mentioned, touckingthe: Man- 
ner of doing it, whereof the Obſervation-may 
be of a peculiar and ſignal'Bertfe-4to your 
1.lves, as welt as to your-Spinanli Patients. /* 

*It you pleaſe to confult-the Rubricks Te- 
lating to-this Office, you will find#'you are 
more left ro your owtr Liberty in this; that; 
T chink, in any of the reſt. For this Duty'ef 
Friendſhip, and Charity, png ſappoſet to 
be mote in private, the Rule iFelf iff the Iz 
rurgy ſeems to give way to , 'nay t6idirect 
fome occaſional Admonitions, 'and'Exhorta- 

OT, tions, 
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bfication; t6wards: dota Baer gut. . 
Miniſterial. Office; -there; (gorh no: kitid'ot © 
Skill, or Proficiency in all your. ;Thodl 
Studies, that: wa owe. ra Divine: Nh 
Church of England; whaſa higheſt Spiritual. 
Art isr9, ſpeak directly! from-his:: own "Cons: 
ſcience to the . Conſcienees '6 thoſe .unded? Þþ 
his Paſtoral Care : and thir ar alllti:es 3 t t- $ 
moſt cſpectally when Pn en oye _ ; 
Beds : When Mens: 1 
moſt awakened, moft ow” pn 
tender, and capable of the optclions 

So that I ay it a and.can.ncyerday;it 
too often, one of 'the'moſt neceſſary Provi-, 

' frons, and Inſtruments: of - your lacyed) Ar" 
wary. _ your are: 


and. ye 

the other, is freed from, yon Nat 
Sourries.of Enthuſiaſm, : Anz 9511 Þ: bl 
S108 Ingli9% 3,0 ! Mis. 2] ” 1163 bn: 
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wxeach the HA 4 Camey how 
Fl oy a0 meet that! Hing '0 of. Te errors. © By 
- Agaroenits of the Dying, '( 1f 
* I may Geoth ved touſe fo bold a Mcraphoy: ) 
Wwe cannot but be made more expert in diſ- 
F-..cerring thc inward) Frames and Conſtitutions 
| 8 Syving,:and 'to-apply the propereſt 
the Diſeaſes of their Souls. | 
biinſtance:now'only in on Duty of 
| ichful Spiritual Phyſician,” thax of re- 
: ievingandrefrehingthe Conſciencethroug 
d.and' and of tomifort 
| aidritorins the ie #ue/Penitnt, Whit, it 
. fee 
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ſrech, ou, | «Abs; 2 mpare: Goddike| Work 
among, Mco, .thiaq jor. us toe be humbly fer- ' | 
viceable in that, | whigh .GQD owes w' bs 
His Woxk; 10: ber$killd 1n-:nd bntefingrthe 
bruiſed, Reed, and not  gughthingithe mocking | - 
Flax ? ' To be.n{trumental ny pecformaing-ouns | 7 
Lords own Oflice, under the; Parable of rhe Y-" 
g009 Samaritan,  bindag. up henounded" 
Spirit, and pamringJ{ iges: 0600 Oybdimo:hs 2:50 
What can more : adorfh, Y, our Evangelical 
Mamſtry, thana ſok, Maree: 
Fcllow-tceling.. mexciful-Ha t;):ahd. Difoa: 
ficion of| Mind. nd ww DT fyles 


it, the Oruamentof @ meek Spirit? Or, Whens YN 
can ſuch a-blefled Temper be mote ſcafoana- 
bly practiſed, or ſgongs learn'd and. increas'd, 


than, in the aeeDertn nh TEE: Par 
ons 2. 


Now, ray dear Brethren;-hay 
_ mliſted, that, for the wbren, having all along 
your. * Mops with, Spiritgal 5G agg wo 
wards the due performing cheſc,and alLether 
Officcas of your Holy Profeſfion,; you thould 
make. the Holy Scriptures the principal Sub- 
jet; WT need the 1 nal: Ceneexab) all _ |" 
' Your Stadies ;; char /your Doctrine'ſhould 
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fwcrye:from that unerring Rule; your 


cyery where taſbot, and overflow with thoſe 
Iving, =_ ran new Streams wag. 
z. It may expected;; Or 
wont of the younger Divines _—_ 
\ L add a Word or _— rouching 
Mamer,-and Method, of your f xx ame an 
facred Writings, It's del 
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EB *tog large.to be-drawn  within*>the narrow 
Ss | Fowl of the- Condlufiorr of fuch a Dil- 
> courſe. Bur fince a'truc, ' at keaſt a compe- 
tene; Undcritandmgof- this Blefled iBook, 
'Y ought bethe Beginning, and End ''of all 
© our Spiritual Studies; 'and becauſe I may 
fpcak to fome, whoſe Circumſtances in this 
| World arenorfo plentiful, as to enable them 
- to:purchaſe darge Libraries; yer their Tn- 
\ | duftry i is by- no means .to be diſcouraged, 
=” nor their m_ in purſuing this Holy Skill, 
© abated; L will open 'to you my own ſimple. 
\ Approhenfions-/in his on wn dag Sub- 
- miiſfion-Rill ro: berter Judgem TY 
4 Opinion is, That S altho'. Fiction 
n,/ all: manner. of Secular, or Ecclc- 
Learning, can/hever be*mote uſeful, 
aploy'd, chan in- this ſeatch, won = 
ittle 


1 


"fre 


_- 


Pts 7 Words, Language and Style; ſhould - 
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© The Bibap of 


pleat ir; 'yer, whenrall-is done, the'Scrip- - 


little cnough fori1t;, and line rs | 


ware it ſelf is the beſt Expoſitor, the beft 
Commentator on it ſelf. 

Ir 4s apparent, that the. whole: New Tefta- |.» 
ment is {o to the whole Old Teftiment ; that © 
being the real-Light of the others figurative I 
Darkneſs, and Myenes, the ycry Conſum-” : 
mation of 'the others Prophecies, 'and Sha-. 
dows of good; Things to come. | But I will 
alſo ayer, that eycry Part, cvcry Book; every i 
Sentence almoſt, body of the: 014 and 1c q | 
New:iTeflament , well;compared, and judi: N. 
cioully ſee! one. over againſt & the other, in 
cheir Coke View, and Reflection; cannot bur i 
prove, by GOD's Bleſſing, an incſtimable 
granary of __ _ (If a;duc and ac! 
curate. Care, a rakeh to 1 interpret i. 
their difficulc Texts Th others of their own, We 
that are eaſier; and to collate: their Words, 
Phraſes, and Senſe, that ga fa a dark;zor 


doubriul:i in ſome Places, with-che fatng,” as V 
che like in other Places, where hey ac ceirar ; 
and more intclligible, 

Leannot;forbcar, as I go along . to | "lh 
my. Meaning a liede fuller j in this Maw by 


—_ ſpecial Inflance. Forg conſi der,' pray, 
how 


k 4 a » 
AE 4 'Y hs br 7 | | : 
* > a ' A# ” . . 
- A # eo Bn "E: + 
: q ou . | "4? 5.6 . 
PE... 50] Diſſogr: bis Clergy. 


LE 


is.1t poſſible for/any, "the moſt learned, * 
F I agacioug”Student. in Divinity,” to: con- 
celve the: crue, and genumn 


e'Senſc of rhe Elo- 


,.cept he has been alſo: chroughly converſant 
>3n the Writ 'of Moſes ? : Or where can 
þ Pf Fete be'© a clearer, a more Spiritual, 
= more 1llaſtrious on the 
-whole Ricual Parc of the Penrarcuch, chan 
the Epiſtle to the Hebrews 2 
i EF The like allo may be proved of all other 
BF; Portiors of the Holy Book of GOD: -- And 
" indeed to maniteſt, what murual Brightneſs, 
-E&.and Splendor, the Sexipture gives rand 
MW Ucs? from it kf ,*by"comparig ics ſeveral: 
PFarts,. I need only urge the frequent Pradnee 
gg of andthe infpired _ 
of cthe;Goſpcl, m' thus expourtding 
keg w bythe New, and the New bh bh 
F $0 chat now Emay with greater Freedom 
|; Er=k tay  humblc Conceptions 4m: this 
Thac where Multitudes of -Fathers, 
ougcils, Schoolmen; Hiſtories are wanting, 
dach ate all- very: benckicial Helps, whetc 
ww can be had, but, where they carwdor be 


cork at,) if a Clergy- man ſhall xefore m- 
mediately 


- qucentand Divmc:Epiftle to the Hebrews, ex- 


De 


I 


: ". WT F : : WF. 
» dc) £3 fig” * 
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: mediarely to the Fountain PSY rrggery 


' prifiges, arid in thoſe 6 
| * beneetheBiſhop's 


always imploring the Atbfiance.of chat Di- + 
vine Spin, .\by which-the:: 
written, arid then, » with a fincere Love. of 
che'Truth,; and Reſolution tolive atcording _ 

co.it, /withour which GOD will ncither | 
hear our Prayers, norblefs our Endeavours;' | | 
and alſo with: an _— Hear, -2 ke 4, 


with 


dics3/ which no; Man/in FHaly-Orderk, i "” 
Fault, as well'as bis.own, i. 
NCT to ſcek ni: And * 


(aries ;. 
human Probability, by an'inc 
nightly meditating upon, and tevolvidahant 
oy armagcrer ne Divine Text welt, became, | k 
10 tne; tho" ; as; Apollos 15:daud © 
co have been, Eloquent, and Mighty in the 
Scriptures;iet a Workman: that needeth; not 30 
m_ be ooenid,, rightly dividing the Ward: | | 


The 


* Diſcourſe to his Clerg Y | 


-The' more to incourage your Studies in 
this Mechod; if you ſhall be neceſſitated to 
K,..give me leave to' preſent you with once 
| © Example of a great Divine, and Biſhop, n 
# che i/Time of: Kirig Charles the Firſt, who was 
"one 'of the” moſt Eminent Confeſlors then, 

> anid* ſurvived - thoſe Calamirigs, » to dic in 

= Peace andTranquillicy/:ſeveral Years after the 
Return of King Char/es.the Second. 
In che: cc Perſecution, which-rhen 


&d tothe whole Epiſcopal Order; this 


* ordinary Degree of; popylar Malice,-- and 
Rage 2 that, - air ever; being once 
brought to his Tryal; he was cloſely impri- 

- ſoned'1n the Tower, for almoſt rwenty Years, 
| and was not only deſpoiPd. of his annual Re- 
BY venue; and Perſonal Eſtate, in the firſt Fury 
IF” of the Civil Wars ; but was alſo plunder'd 


of moſt of the Collections of his former 'La- 


JF boars, and a very conſiderable Library. _ 
"Wherefore, being thus laid up in Priſon, 
without any proſpectof Liberty, having alſo 
4' numerous Fanuly | to maintain, ſo that he 
1 wasnot able, mn any-ſort, to repair the Loſs 
of his Books, and Papers, he betook himfelf 
w-this courſe of Study. W ERIE 
H __ RE 


T7 


ws CTU TO'L | | | 
F* Reverend Perſon waz expoſed toa more than 
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| he could have no faichfuller Companion for 
his Solitude, noy ſuter:Confolatiomin his At- 
fifchons, than the Holy Scnpturcs, he aps» 
phed hinafclf wo chem inumcchare Fre 
other help, bus what he had wi | 
and: the beft- Prints of qhe: Origunals in the 
Learned Tongaes, and cher Tramflations in 
the Learned, and Modern, im boch whickrhe 


was a. great Maſter... +14 
Thus however he firmly, Int VIgoT 


proceeded. ſo far in the fiogle Seady.'o no wal 


' What is become of them, 1 know not. © 


Scriptures, that - long. þefore | go 
ment; .he had compoſed a actas Mak of An- 


notations on- dryers. Parts of thc Bible, © 


If they are either imbezilf'd, or ſupprefs'd, 
no- doabt,- 1t is to the great Damage of the 


Church; ſince the Native Thoughts of 'a i 


Great Man are gencrally, at leaſt, as good '* 
as the moſt Artificial. 

Perhaps you will fay, he rain be able to 
do all this by the Strength of his Memory, 
and the. Variety of Learning he: had hid'up 

n it before-hand : And I make no doubt bin 
ow were an excceding great Afliftance to 

Im 


But what was very remarkable, and for 
which 


Hz i wp 


h I am bold to produce him as. an 
5M oy by Your Inucation in this 
ow, hc was often heard 

lemnly, that in all his former 
We yangus Reading , and Obſer- 
> er met with a more 
T8 a | Veer Incerpreter, to- di- 
-X 7 dark\Places o the lively 


armatio to his Under- 
ob Ts Or Sara 


the 0 x in the experimental 
? fp VS e was thus dri- 
| FE ty, "Bt i Hous Contam 
Hf the Scriptuxe along, and to wei 
| as 1t WEre, © the Bullanc of the 
EY 


©. Had I ngt- been already fo ecdious, Hah 

© is one Particular behind, on which I onght 

moſt NA to have cxpatiated, which-now 

can only name z Andi is that rouching the 

' Map of your Converfarion ; that 1t be 

ſuch, as as Ny render you Veſe &, not CY 
Jan ;- but meet for your Maſters Uſe, an 
as St. Paul a adds, Veſſels of: Honour. * 

- I would therefore recommend to Men of 

your Character, not onl the Innocency, and 

Sihcerity, but ( as = FR human _— 
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will allow,) the Comelineſs, and the-Anua; 
blencſs of every Word, . and Action of you 
Lives: Thar you eſpecially would nor only 
ſtrive to: follow whatſoever Things are true, or ho- 
neſt, or juſt, but moreover whatſoever T hings are 
pure and lovely, and of good Report ;_that:/you 

would think on theſe Things, not only if there be | 
any Virtue, but if there be any Praifeiof Virtue. 
From: you, my Brethren, /1t-may well 'be 
expected; that your Behavior ſhould'not on- KF 
ly be unblameable! but, if I maybe De: & 
ily 


4 


rd fo to'fay, ſomething more than, ſtrictly 
unblameable,and that not only to thoſe with- 4, 
in, but alſo towards then who as; yet-are % 


without; that you ſhould "nor ohly kee 


ht 


your Minds clcan,, your Hands unpolluted; W 
your Tongues! well-govern'd;,yYour, whole: 
Courſe of. Life ſpotleſs, and uprighy and 
your Conſciences -undefiled, | byt, alſo - your 
Conſciences void of Offence, , and that toward; 
Men , as.well as towards GOD: tThatiyou 
may be notonly exemplary in your Fariylies, 
in your Pariſhes, in the Neighbouring Goun- 
txy, in the whole. Church, of GON, to;the 
Gentry, to the Laity, to. your |Brerhxery of 
the Clergy,. ro the, Commonalty,jof »qur 
Communion, for youx Juſtice, ' Modeſty; 
Tran dnl þ "ue Sobricty, 


 »TDifeourfe to bis Clergy. =” 


-Sobritty, ''Prbdence, 'Quietneſs, and Obe- 
:dience'to Superiors; bur chat you would * | 
exctcife; and*extend all *theſe. Virtnes, 'and 
-- af6 your: Mumility,, Long-ſuffering, 'good 
8 | Will, good Wiſhes, Condefcention, ' and 
3 Afability,' even beyond: the Church it (If, 
';x0 the Very Enemics of it':. That rowards all 
- *Men''you would "fweeten the- Gravity of 
| your Behaviour, and/foftch the Stridtnels of 
yours Converfation,” with the Gentlenefs, 
FF and Suayity of your Manners: That you 
would cake ſpecial Care, as never to be ob- 
a 's ſhinately in the wrong, ſo; when you areſure 
l & you ate in the right, 'even then never co be 
S too-rigidly, auſterdy; or: morofely in/the 
FF tight: - That by all. reaſbnable Reſpects, 
F + mild and'wmomg Converſe, ' and* nor only 
S$ by a ready Return, bur by a cheartul Pre- 
: adore -all Chriſtian- good Offices ; and 
. even by making your very Oppoſitions, and 
.- Contentions with - thoſe, that differ from 
you; if you ſhall 'happen'to be forced to any, 
as humane and-friendly,, and eaſte to' be in- 
treated,” as-pothble;" by all this-yout may do 
your*-part "to- put 10-felence the Igrtorance of 
*fooliſh\ih:f: unreaſonable Men. "Who knows 
+bat'-yon enay/-convert; and gain ſome-of 
(oil | them» 
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1cwing not only. Ri Zhteou baith, 

Ms and Charity; by yous 5 Jp not, 

apt to teach, but gentle to-all Mex, and patiant, 

in Meekaeſs inſtruing th f fat hoe mr | 

ſelves; who knows, barbs Yy BF F F 

peradventure will give 1 the Aras 

of our Church | Eh _ 

ing "of, 1 the T ruth + * lag rat Fri fly rick " 

Means, or by no'other, in WMan Prob os | 
Wmty 


I cannot now enlarge; as I would, on this Y+ 
moſt neceſſary and caſonable Argument... 
But unqueſtionably by thus keeping your 
ſelves free from haughty Cenſoriouſnels, and "i 
untractable Peeviſhne(s,, and ſullen Darko kaek 
of Life, and Manners ; Þ Lt facellgg : 


them? Who knows, but by,yer 7 
y 


the contrary Virtues, you W 
Vay 4” ach and convingc F--4 fy 
rom you, how -.unwort a p Th 
cal Garb, and -Diſpofi 7 is of the true ©} * 
-Chriſtian Liberty, -or Scyerity. 
ln ſhore, by ſuch a grave, ſedate, decent, } . 
«charitable Courſe, ' and.' Colour Four Y}. 
' whole Lives, you will do your ſelves, and | 
eſpecially the Church of England moſt | 
Right, For our Church 1 it { whergoee 
c 


CU —r———=_—_ 
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ſhe. is fer m 2 wue. Lighc,, cannot but be. 
ON rac Tanpet, of oy Church, - 
pac: any Church in the 
Chnftian World. 
/ | conclade therefore. Whorver among her 
| Sons, and Mcmbers, much more among > her 
q fog and Fachers, as you, and we arc, 
my oe do ape cnn to atrain -; this: 
be, OUBgnN ring Manner of Con-.. 
'reaon 1 our Church. preſcribes. to-. 
| Hl Men, Adverfarics as well as Friends, 
| maſt repeat what our: Blcfſed Saviour ſaid to 
$ This Diſciples, or the-like Occafion,: pos. 
or hat Spirit they are of. 


”* There is one or two ſhort Requeſts more 
Tam to make you, which chiefly reſpect. 
me, as your unworthy Biſhop ; and then I . 
FT. fall giye'eaſe to your Patience. 
+ One 1s to intreat, that -you. would be 
. exceeding watchful, and. indeed religioutly 
-ſcrupulous;: for whom you give Certificates 
and Teſtimonials. For what ſome of you, 
perhaps -out of good. Nature ,_ or good. 
Neighbourhood, or. an Eafineſs,' and not be- 
ing able to reſiſt Importunity, may at firſt . 
think to be only.a Matter T7 Form, 1s not 


ſo tro me. I have fcarce any other way poſ- 
ſible. 


—_ 
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ſible of being rightly informed, front with- 
out, of the. good Lives, ar ſufhcient Endow- 
ments  of- the / Perſons, , but -only-by. yours, 
and the like Teſtimonies. © 'The Law of the" 
Land appoints that, /Method. to rhe, and al- | 
moſt-,confines .me. tat. -; Whereas, if you” 
make-this'eo be:only:a Buſinek of private Fa:' | 
vour,. Or: Partiality, not; of public Judge-' 

ment, and Codſcience, I may.;chance tobe. 
led: into very _..miſchicyous,” and. ſome-- 
times irreparable Miſtakes ;'. only by that,, 

which. you may ' eſteem | but as; a piece of i! 
Baſbfulneſs,” and good [Breeding : I may be 
mduced to lay Hands on the 1gnorant,” andy 
unworthy, meerly by the Authority. of your ® 
Names, the ſubſcribing of which' you might 
chink to be only an Office of common Hu- 


manity and Modeſty. - © 


My ncxt and laſt Requeſt to you, ar this ' 
time, ſhall concern your Curates. This" it 
may” ſuffice only';to mtitmare- to” you," 1 
know, I nced not'fpen# many Words on it 
in this Aſſembly ;. becatiſe there isbtitalFery | 
ſmall” inconſiderable Number 'of 'Pltfalifts 
in my Dioceſe. T am'iperſnaded, they will 
be fond upon Inquiry the feweſt of 'any in | 

my NY 8a 48 2 boli L amr; T 


Fa 7 T7. q 
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1 cannot but ſay, I could be very well con- 
xcnt there. were. more ; Eſpecially if all, fo 
qualged, would,be rigorouſly true to the 
Church, in their Choice of Subfticutes, where 
they cannot always reſide themſelyes. 

For, as I will frankly own, I never yer 
| heard. an invincible Objection, againſt the 
prudent. Allowance, and -moderare Uſe of 
| Pluraliticsz but-only ſome plauſible popular 
ones againſt the Abuſe of them; which we 
are as much, offended with as any others can 
be.: So, I verily belieyc, were this Legal 
Indulgence, to the Clergy fo carctully obſcr- 
Fyed every where, as, among divers-other 
good Ends of it, to furniſh us with a Racc 
of painful, learned, Godly Curatcs; who, 
by this way..of Probation, may make, and 
ſhew. themſelves -worthy to be promoted to 
a higher ' Charge ; there Pluralities would 
be ſo far from being a Scandal, or Preju- 
dice, that they would 'conduce to the 
Strength, and Defence, as well as they do 
to-the: Eaſe,, and Ornament of the Church 
of England. - . 

- The great Obligation then I am to. lay 
upon you ; you, I mean, whom 1t docs at 
preſent concern, 1s this, That you would bc 

I VCry 


On 
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very uritnovably faithful to me, ''to' your 
felyes;” and to the whole Thuretr of GOD, | 
in 'the Perfons;-- -whom, vn Juſt "Occaſions | 
you” ſhall "offer to me" +0" be your Cu 
rates. > $6. 
I do niet only me chat you ſhou The, . 
ver Own,-or'Patronize any, as your Curates, 
xho really are not fo, that; inder ghar To: 
lour';” 'by falfe” Tittek, they-may "ſlip into 
Holy Orders. But1 ſpeak of ſuch Inſtances 
where you' really haye need” of, and: the WY 
Law allows you to-haye Cutates. «In ſuch " 
Caſes, it-15'- my carneft Intreaty;” that you 
wouk norvnly 'keep alt the' Legal” Fitrics'« . 
your 'own Refidence, and -Hoſp ; and 
not only afford your Curates a in Main 
tenance in your Abſence;' Liberal, T'mean, 
not only for their-own' Liveliho6d;” ut for 
_ their continuing fome kind*of- 'Hoſpitaliry 
260; to the Poor at eaſt? But thar you, you. 
eſpecially, who are'ot greater Age, and Ex- 
perience, would watch - oyer 'your Curatcs 
as your Fellow-Labourers,your Fris 
Probationers ; for whoſe "Improvement, * 
Divine Learning: Godly Converfation, "and 
Abilitics of Teaching, you, or F muſt be 
anſwerable to the Great Shepherd -of our 


Souls. But 


—— OT bn 


©» Diſcamſe to his gy 


*. Burcit is high.cime x0' diſmiſs you. I be- 
" 6b: Almighty; GO:Bino aſliſt a(ſiſ&:c aridiþrof- 
J periall your!: abogrs>).Hws he fony and 

4 your own Comfort in the Great Daycof Ac- 

Count. Towards the obtaining which Bleſ- 
. kd Ends, You ican never. ofiany bet- 
7 gry >QT-M1 of any-other | xharby 
bwng up, (1n* your private Converſation, to 
© the Rehgwn! 4nd:tcach-others ; 
-and,' in; your public: Office; by detending 
and ſupporcing the Church cſtabliſhed by 
1 {Lats Kingdoths/: 12, 

,/ARelgion, anda Chutch, chat wellde- 
WG Gevces 13 \this ar: your hands being 11 4ts 


Y” Faichr m Prichirive, in. 1s Orders moſt A- 
be it Moderate; 


| ment > we og $;-1t- 's eeteoncil 
| with the Intereſts. of Popery, and the. only 
. impregnable Duſrce againſt its Return 1n- 

to this Land: Which, w is much to be la- 


mentcd,. 
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mented, . cha the Diſſenters will n not ſee, and 
are-thercfore Diſlenttts,)Gnce'ie'is; &yident] | 
che: Papifts) theraſclyes* -have always lverv ie | 
bue toowwdl, _ 271 1 
What then remains 2 but-thar as Chaiſ | 
_ as:;Eoglih-Mcny .2as Church-Men;/ wc 
fhould [all-:mdke i£:0ur principal. our only - 
great Concern} and;pray to GOD the Either © 
of Mercies,> that all jo hay out Character, 
throughout the Nation , - would” make it 
theirs; to!repreſont to the World the rue, 
Excellencics of ſuch'a Religion, ard fuck a 
Church, by our Dod@rine and Example ,. 
wath Induſtry, and Vigilance, with Stedfadt. * 
neſs, and Choone in. Meekneſs of Wiſdom, 
and with Zeal according to Knowledge. . 
And-if we ſhall all, .inochigdanncr,- de-,, 
vate our Tdyes to this Workjawe tray'then® 
be aſſured; that!. che: fame Proſe, hich 
our Lord Chriſt, in. ſome of. his laſt* Words 
on, Earth; made to ' his/whole Church, 
will be eminently. - made | good to'this, the b 
pureſt.pare of: oi helelantr AgdwoffChri- 
ftiatity,' that He: himfcif a#/l.be Boy with it 
even to the End of the World, Amen! * '* Bp 
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